
 
Get hitched affordably 
TAMPA — Sometimes I dream about owning a luxury recreational vehicle with a kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom and all the comforts of home. Then I awake, take a look at my kids (8 and 6 years old) and the 
inch of sand they've deposited inside the tent, and decide that the little creatures would surely ruin an 
otherwise sound investment.  RVs, I've always assumed, were for retirees who have put their child-
rearing years behind them. But Dave Kelly, marketing director for the Florida RV Trade Association, was 
determined to prove me wrong. 

  "You are crazy," said Kelly as he drove me through the 25th annual Florida RV SuperShow at the 
Florida State Fairgrounds. "There are plenty of affordable RVs out there that are the ideal fit for families." 
Judging from the kids in the crowd Wednesday, the opening day of this year's show, Kelly might have a 
point.  "But my kids are animals," I said affectionately. "They would tear one of these things apart."  Kelly 
smiled and patted me on the shoulder. "Let's have a look around," he said. 

Simple is better 

   When many people think of an RV they picture the behemoths parked outside a football stadium. Many 
of those luxury liners cost more than my house. If I owned a nice RV, I would undoubtedly be a nervous 
wreck, and for sure I would drive my kids crazy each time they let a lizard loose or got mud on the 
upholstery.  "I bet you your kids couldn't destroy this camper," said Don Mills, manager at the Conibear 
RV Center in Lakeland, as he showed me the Quicksilver automotive camper. "This is all aluminum. 
There is no wood. You could wash this out with a garden hose if you wanted to."  Now that's my kind of 
RV, I thought to myself. I could clean the camper and the kids in one fell swoop. 

  "They are extremely light (600 to 1,000 pounds) and easy to pull," Mills said. "You can pull one with a 
car or minivan." 

   The Quicksilver is a bare-bones popup camper that sleeps two adults and two children. There is no 
stove, toilet or refrigerator. But most campgrounds have restroom facilities and showers, and I usually 
pack my food in a cooler and cook over an old gas stove on top of a picnic table anyway. "Most people 
just sleep in the camper anyway," Mills said. "If it starts to rain there is still plenty of room inside." 

The price range of $5,500 to $8,500 will also prove attractive to many first-time buyers. For more 
information, go to www.LIVINLITE.com or contact Mills at (863) 858-4455. 

The Quicksilver 6.0 from 
LIVIN LITE RV can sleep 
four — there is a flip-out 
bed base on the opposite 
side — and is 
constructed of aluminum, 
so it’s light at only 600 
pounds. 
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